'IRAQ,
him for transmission to H.M. Government. He had tried to
avoid giving the interview. He did not wish to give any
opportunity for a demonstration and he felt that he had
nothing definite with which to counter their demands. He
held, moreover, that the Mandubln were unrepresentative,
referring to them in his dispatches as self-elected Delegates,
although they had received the approval of a public meeting
held in one of the principal mosques. Realizing, however, that
they had a large popular following and that they could sway
great masses of public opinion, he finally gave them an ap-
pointment for the morning of June 2nd, at the Turkish Sarai or
Government headquarters. He took the precaution, however,
of inviting by name about forty other dignitaries of all
religions, supposed to be favourably disposed to the British
regime. To cope with possible demonstrations or disorder
among the expected crowds, special police arrangements were
made, troops were held in readiness at the barracks and
R.LM.S. Comet with steam up and trained guns was stationed
on the Tigris opposite the Sarai.
At the meeting, the Acting Civil Commissioner explained
the desire of H.M. Government to give a National Government
and the difficulties which had been encountered. He declared
that they were then about to make an announcement along the
lines proposed in the Bonham-Carter Report of which he gave
an outline. He reminded his hearers that nothing was to be
gained by hasty action, and that with the best will in the world
an indigenous National Government could not be set up at
once. He warned them that any attempts at disorder or
violence would be met with force and that the military
authorities would be called in if necessary.1
The Delegates professed themselves unsatisfied with the
proposals and presented their own petition asking for the
immediate formation of a National Arab Convention for Iraq,
1 Text: Telegram No. 6583, Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, to S/S for India,
June 2nd, 1930
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